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STATE GOVERNMENT - SERVICE DELIVERY 
619. Ms J.A. RADISICH to the Treasurer: 
First, I apologise for not wearing my yellow jacket today!  Can the Treasurer inform the house how the state 
government is getting on with the job of delivering better services for all Western Australians? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 
Despite the member�s regrettable choice of colour in her attire today, the member advocates very strongly for 
service delivery in her electorate, so I appreciate that question from the member.  The Carpenter government is 
honouring its promise to employ more public sector workers to deliver priority, key, front-line services to 
Western Australians.  We promised Western Australians we would employ more police and we are employing 
more police.  We promised Western Australians - 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Roe to order for the third time. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  He is a rowdy person.  He is the life of the party!  We promised Western Australians we 
would employ more teachers and we are employing more teachers.  In fact, the quarterly update - 

Mr T. Buswell:  You promised tax cuts. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  That is a very interesting comment from the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.  Let me tell 
the Department for Community Development workers in the gallery that this man�s approach to government is 
�less with less�.  Think about what would happen to the Department for Community Development if he was in 
charge of the budget.   

The quarterly update of public sector staffing levels shows that the government is honouring its commitments for 
extra staff.  The update shows that full-time equivalents in the public sector increased from 100 830 to 101 920 
between March and June.  That includes 190 education assistants for children with special needs; over 70 TAFE 
college lecturers to help address the skills shortage; 114 nurses and other medical staff; 90 new police officers 
and public servants who will free up officers for front-line duties; and 23 trainee firefighters.  An examination of 
the public sector staffing report shows that 72 per cent of extra staff have gone to those key front-line services 
helping the community.  In this time of fantastic growth - 14 per cent growth in our domestic economy - the 
government knows that growth brings with it demands for improved services, and we accept our responsibility to 
put on extra staff to provide additional services.  We are employing public sector workers where they are 
required and where they were promised. 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  We again have an interjection from the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.  I know what that 
man will do.  We have this week announced funding for an additional 87 caseworkers in the Department for 
Community Development.  This time next year the Deputy Leader of the Opposition will label those people 
public servants and he will criticise the government for having employed them.  I say this: we are all public 
servants in this house, and it is a badge of honour. 
 


